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Introduction
by Greg Barnes

Just a short drive and almost a vertical mile
higher in elevation than Yosemite Valley,
Tuolumne Meadows is an alpine rock
climbing paradise. With its giant golden
domes, pine trees, and lakes, Tuolumne
offers some of the finest scenery of any
climbing area on the planet.

While Half Dome is visible from
Tuolumne’s higher peaks, the climbing is
completely different than Yosemite Valley.
Instead of smooth, polished cracks and
blank faces, Tuolumne has sharp, angular
cracks, endless fields of knobs, and golden
glacier polish with incut edges. Popular
in the middle of summer when Yosemite
Valley can be uncomfortably hot, Tuolumne
has little traffic in early and late season, and
generally little traffic anytime aside from at
the popular routes. And compared to the
near-urban atmosphere of Yosemite Valley
in the summer, Tuolumne is practically
tranquil.

With spectacular granite peaks, dramatic
views, and approaches that meander
through isolated backcountry meadows,
Tuolumne has one of the finest collections
of moderate alpine routes anywhere.
Cathedral Peak, Matthes Crest, the North
and West Ridges of Mt. Conness, and the
Northwest Buttress of Tenaya Peak all
provide outstanding long routes at the
5.5-5.7 level. Tuolumne also offers a good
deal of shorter climbing routes with quick
approaches, including some face routes that
are both moderate and well-bolted.

However, one particular facet of
Tuolumne rock climbing deserves
explanation: runouts. Most routes were
developed in the 1970s and 1980s. On
lead and bolting from a stance, the safest

(previous page) Peter Croft on a project in Glen Aulin. (Chris
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way for the leader to stop and place a
bolt was to stand on good holds. So the
leader would keep going until getting
to some good holds, then stop to place
a bolt. On easier climbs there are often
no bolts or pro placements on entire
pitches, and many hard climbs are very
dangerous. The Bachar-Yerian, a vertical
knob climb established in 1981, remains
one of the most serious and runout face
climbs anywhere. On this climb and other
testpieces, many of the world’s strongest
climbers test their psychological strength.
We’ve done our best to select classic
routes that avoid the worst of Tuolumne’s
infamous runouts, but outstanding routes
sometimes have poorly protected pitches.
When some of the classic routes have major
runouts we’ll give you the beta on where
they are, tips on how to deal with them,
ways to go around on better-protected
terrain, and options to rappel instead of
running it out. We've also included many
climbs you can toprope so you can develop
your skills in relative safety.

Equipment

It’s hard to climb in Tuolumne without a
full trad rack of cams from .5-4” and two
sets of stoppers. On most climbs you’ll also
want about eight quickdraws and eight
slings to reduce rope drag on wandering
pitches. Cordalettes are useful for equalizing
gear in natural belays.

Most pitches in Tuolumne are 90 to
130 feet long so a 50m rope works fine.
However, a 60m or longer rope has become
the Tuolumne standard because it allows
you to link pitches and it gives you more
options for setting up topropes at the crags.

On long routes, avoid the hassle of
climbing with a pack by using a Camelback
and clipping your lightweight hiking shoes
to your harness. The Camelback holds
enough water for most long climbs as well
as space for a few essentials such as food, a
small LED headlamp, compact rain shell,
and sunscreen.
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Anchor Conditions

Since 1997 the American Safe Climbing
Association has replaced more than 440
bolts in Tuolumne Meadows. While most
popular climbs now have safe bolts, some
bad bolts remain. View which routes the
ASCA has replaced at the ASCA web site,
www.safeclimbing.org, and please make
a tax-deductible donation. Even a mere
$5 will replace at least one bolt. And that
bad bolt could be the one that blows on
somebody!

Essential Tuolumne Beta

Below is some fundamental information
for planning a trip to Tuolumne.

However, for more updated and extensive
information you should visit the Tuolumne
Beta Page on the SuperTopo web site:
www.supertopo.com/climbingareas/
tuolumne.html

Getting There

Tuolumne Meadows is located 1.5 hours
northeast of Yosemite Valley. Since most
climbers start their trip to Tuolumne by
first driving through or near Yosemite
Valley, you should visit the SuperTopo
Yosemite Beta Page at www.supertopo.com/
climbingareas/yosemite.html. There you
will find more information and links for
airports, buses, trains, and car travel.

Air Travel
Reno/Tahoe Airport is the closest airport
to Tuolumne. From there, you will need

During July through Labor Day a shuttle
leaves from the Tuolumne Meadows Store
every morning, and from Yosemite Lodge
each evening. It provides access along
Highway 120 (Tioga Road) to Crane Flat,
White Wolf, and Tuolumne Meadows
Lodge. Per person charge: Adults $20,
Children $10. Purchase tickets one day in
advance to guarantee seating (800-626-
6684).

Once in Tuolumne, a free shuttle bus
provides convenient access throughout
the Tuolumne Meadows area between
the Tuolumne Lodge and Olmstead Point
(including Tenaya Lake) during the middle
part of the summer.

Car Travel

From Yosemite Valley, it’s a 1.5-hour

drive east on Highway 120 to Tuolumne
Meadows. It’s a 4.5-hour drive to Tuolumne
from the Bay Area, a 3-hour drive from

the Tahoe area, and about a 1.5-hour drive
from Bishop.

Gas is available (at exorbitant prices)
next to the Tuolumne Meadows Store, 15
miles east in and around Lee Vining, and on
Highway 120 at Crane Flat.

If you don’t have a car, you can rent one
at any airport or major city. International
climbers who stay in the United States for
more than a month often buy a cheap used
car in San Francisco or Los Angeles and sell
it (or scrap it) at the end of their trip.

Driving times and distances to Tuolumne

to rent a car (3-hour drive) or take a bus From Time (hours)  Distance (miles)
to Mammoth on the Mammoth Shuttle Boulder, CO 18:00 1,150
(760-934-3030) and then take a shuttle
. F , CA 3:30 150

to Tuolumne. Oakland or San Francisco resno
airports are farther from Tuolumne but are ~ Truckee, CA 3:00 150
preferred over Reno/Tahoe because there Los Angeles, CA 6:00 340
are more flights to choose from. You can
also fly into Sacramento or Fresno. Each Mammoth, CA 1:00 >0
of these places is a 4- to 5-hour drive to Oakland, CA 4:30 220
Tuol Meadows.

uolumne vicadows Sacramento, CA 4:00 210
Bus Travel .
YARTS (877-989-2787) provides bus Salt Lake City, UT  10:00 620
transportation from Yosemite Valley to San Francisco, CA 4:30 230
Tuolumne and from the Eastern Sierra to Yosemite Valle 1:30 60
Tuolumne. ! '
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When to Climb

Tuolumne Meadows has some of the best
weather of any alpine rock climbing area
on Earth. That said, Tuolumne is in a
massive mountain range that receives severe
thunderstorms, lightning, and rare major
Pacific weather systems throughout the
summer.

All climbing in Tuolumne is accessible
from Highway 120. Because of its high
elevation, Highway 120 east of Crane Flat
and west of Lee Vining is closed in the
winter. The road closes on the first snow
of the year (usually November) and opens
sometime in late May to June, depending
on the snow year. During the winter, it is
possible to climb in Tuolumne, but few
people make the arduous ski in.

During early season (late May—June
depending on snow year), Tuolumne
conditions are often the best: no crowds,
no mosquitoes, and long days. However,
some approaches and climbs may be wet or
snowy. Around June 15 the crowds arrive
in Tuolumne—along with the mosquitoes.
The crowds are not bad relative to Yosemite,
but you will probably have to wait in line
for the most classic routes. The mosquitoes
on the other hand, can be terrible. Be sure
to bring long pants, long sleeve shirts, and
bug repellent. In September, the crowds and
mosquitoes leave Tuolumne and while the
climbing conditions are still great, the days
become short and the nights frigid.

During the summer (especially in July),
thunderstorms can set in and bring rain
and lightning for days. If you arrive in one
of these weather patterns, consider driving
either east to the Mammoth/Bishop area or
west to Yosemite Valley.

Current Road and Weather

There is no specific weather phone report
for Tuolumne so your best bet is to

check the general High Sierra weather at
www.supertopo.com. For current road
conditions, call 209-372-0200, or the
CalTrans voice-activated system for major
highway conditions at 800-GAS-ROAD or
916-445-7623 (from outside California).

Pg 11
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First Climbs

For those new to Tuolumne or with
limited time, here’s a list of good starter
climbs:

Crags and Topropes:
Bunny Slopes, 5.6-5.9
Low Profile Dome, 5.7-5.11b

Multi-pitch Climbs:

Tenaya Peak, 5.5

Cathedral Peak, 5.6

Northwest Books, 5.6

West Country, 5.7

Zee Tree, 5.7

Hermaphrodite Flake to The Boltway, 5.8
South Crack, 5.8 R

Staying in Tuolumne

Unlike the Yosemite Valley experience,
Tuolumne Meadows is relatively uncrowded
and serene and provides just enough basic
services to comfortably camp. If you are
craving some better food, more services,

or just a day excursion, Lee Vining, Mono
Lake, and Mammoth Lakes are all less than
an hour away.

Camping

There is one campground in Tuolumne
Meadows located next to the Tuolumne
Store that has about 300 sites. Half of the
sites can be reserved in advance at http:
/[reservations.nps.gov/ (reserve them at
least 2-3 months in advance) and half of
the sites are on a first come, first served
basis (arrive in the morning to ensure you
get a site). Sites cost $18 per night with a
six-person two-car limit. Mosquitoes can be
particularly fierce, and bears stroll through
the campground, so proper food storage is
required.

Located 7 to 10 miles east of Tuolumne
Meadows are five Forest Service
campgrounds, many of which are first
come, first served. These campgrounds are
often battered by icy winds. Twelve miles




INTRODUCTION

east of Tuolumne Meadows the Lee Vining
Creek campground is not only sheltered
from the wind, it’s set next to a beautiful
trout-stocked creek. You will pay $8 per
night on a first come, first served basis.

Along Highway 120 toward Yosemite
Valley are several additional campgrounds
with moderate to long drives. The
campground reservation office in
Tuolumne has information on current
campground conditions.

Lodges and Cabins

In addition to campsites, there are

more plush accommodations available

in Tuolumne and the High Sierra,
including the Tuolumne Meadows

Lodge, White Wolf, and the High Sierra
Camps (www.yosemitepark.com/html/
accommodation.html). Just outside of the
park boundary is the Tioga Pass Resort
(www.tiogapassresort.com), which offers
cabins year-round (in the winter you need
to ski or snowmobile up to them). Drive 15
miles east from Tuolumne Meadows and
you will reach Lee Vining, a small town
with a few motels, restaurants, and other
basic services.

Food

A limited selection of high-priced groceries
are available at the Tuolumne Meadows
store. In addition, you can purchase
groceries in Lee Vining at the Lee Vining
Market. Mammoth has a large Vons
supermarket.

The Tuolumne Meadows Grill serves
hamburgers, fries, etc., and has limited
hours. The Tuolumne Lodge has a
restaurant that serves breakfast and dinner
in the middle part of summer. Eight miles
east of Tuolumne Meadows, the Tioga
Pass Resort houses a cozy dining room
with good food. Shockingly, the Mobil Gas
Station, located 14 miles from Tuolumne
Meadows in Lee Vining, serves some of
the best food in the area. This isn’t just any
gas station—its deli has a great selection of
sandwiches, pizzas, fish tacos, and a variety
of other savory treats for breakfast, lunch,
and dinner. Friday night bands and even a
trapeze out front are other features of this
unusual gas station.

Supermorg,

Climbing Gear and Climbing Guides

The Tuolumne Mountain Shop (209-
372-8436) located at the Tuolumne gas
station offers a small selection of climbing
equipment. For a more extensive selection
of gear, you will need to drive 50 miles to
Mammoth (Mammoth Mountaineering
Supply; 760-934-4191), 90 miles to Bishop
(Wilson’s Eastside Sports; 760-873-7520), or
60 miles back to Yosemite Valley (Yosemite
Mountain Shop; 209-372-8396).

You can get climbing instruction and
arrange for a guide through the Tuolumne
Mountaineering School (209-372-8435),
which is also located at the Tuolumne gas
station.

Altitude

At elevation it takes a few days for most
people to adjust to the rarefied air, so drink
plenty of water and don’t run around.

On your first day in Tuolumne, climb a
route with a short approach to let yourself
acclimate. In addition, eat a low-fat diet for
the first day or two. Wear extra sunscreen
and a hat—the UV levels are greater at
altitude and severe sunburns can happen
quickly.

Third Pillar of Dana from the base—perfect alpine granite!
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Thunderstorms and Lightning

Tuolumne has mostly beautiful, sunny
weather in the summer, yet severe
thunderstorms occur. Small, puffy clouds
seen before 10 A.M. are a sure predictor of
heavy rain, hail and, worst of all, lightning.
Thunderstorms often appear in cycles

and generally during periods of hot, calm
weather in the Central Valley.

Lightning tends to hit high points, trees,
and water, but will also hit low points next
to high rocks, flat areas near trees, and dry
land around lakes. A climber was struck by
lightning on Cathedral Peak in 2000, and
many other close calls have occurred.

Know how to perform CPR. Unlike
nearly any other type of injury that stops
the heart, electrical shock victims can
suddenly awaken even after extended CPR.
But remember, the best strategy is to avoid
thunderstorms in the first place. If you're on
a climb and get nervous about developing
clouds, it’s time to turn around.

Bears, Marmots, and Mosquitoes

Bears have damaged cars for as little as

a stick of gum or an empty soda can. If
you want what’s yours to remain yours,
remember three things: bears are hungry,
smart, and strong.

When bears smell food, even if it’s locked
in your trunk or glove compartment, they
shift into high gear. They get turned on by
odors of containers that used to contain
food. They even go for toothpaste and
sunscreen. Bears don’t need to smell food;
they see something like a grocery bag or an
ice chest, and associate it with food. In fact,
they don’t even need to see that much. If a
bear sees clutter inside a car, he’ll think, “T
wonder what’s under all that stuff¢” and go
to work.

Breaking into a car is a trivial exercise
for a bear. He inserts his claws at the top
of the door frame and pulls down. Then
he climbs in and trashes the car. You can’t
outsmart or outmuscle a bear. Always stash
your food in one of the bear-proof storage
lockers provided by the Park Service in the
campground or at the Wilderness Permit
Center.

Pg 13

If camping in the backcountry, use
bear canisters, which are available at the
Wilderness Permit Center. Tuolumne bears
are experienced at cutting the lines to hung
food, and the tattered remnants of the lines
can be observed on nearly any tree near a
backcountry campsite.

In addition to bears, be on the lookout
for marmots. Cute from a distance, these
plump critters love nothing more than
scrounging for food in climbing packs while
you watch helplessly from two pitches up.
Be sure to hang your backpack high on a
tree branch—even if it does not have food
in it. Marmots are tough, smart, and strong-
toothed and can quickly gnaw through
nearly anything—leave zippers open.

Nasty mosquitoes are very common for
most of the summer in Tuolumne, so come
prepared. Consider long sleeve pants and
shirts, which not only help with mosquitoes
but help prevent sunburns.

Miscellaneous Beta

Showers cost $2 and are available at the
Tuolumne Meadows lodge between noon
and 3 p.M.

There is a post office located next to the
Tuolumne Store, which is open most of the
season.

A message board is located outside the
Tuolumne Meadows Store, and another
larger one is along the entrance road to the
campground. Most climbers use the Store
board, but make sure if arranging messages
with friends to specify which board.

The Tuolumne Meadows Stables (209-
372-8348) is the pack station in Tuolumne.
The nearest ATM is at the Lee Vining
Market. The nearest bank is 50 miles away
in Mammoth. You can get cash back with
a credit card purchase from the Tuolumne

Store.

Wilderness permits are required
for camping in the backcountry and
are available for free at the Tuolumne
Wilderness Center.

Pets are not allowed off roads and
paved trails, and must be both on a leash
and attended at all times, and thus are
not practical for climbing in Tuolumne or
Yosemite.

Supermong,
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SuperTopo Mission

¢ Help climbers ascend and descend routes quickly, efficiently, and safely by creating
the most accurate and informative climbing topos ever published.

¢ Capture the mystery, adventure, and humor of climbing by publishing the histories,
anecdotes, and outrageous stories of each route.

¢ Promote clean climbing by publishing the most up-to-date rack info as well as
hammerless ratings for each pitch.

e Stress the importance of low impact climbing and promote stewardship of the
environment.

Visit www.SuperTopo.com Before Each Climb

There is much more beta available for free on the SuperTopo web site:
www.supertopo.com. Visit the web site before your climb to be sure you have the latest
information.

The web site offers additional
free beta for each climb:

¢ photo galleries

e trip reports

e route condition updates

e closures and rockfall
warnings

® “route beta email alerts”

The web site is packed with
general Tuolumne info:

¢ free downloadable color
topos
¢ road and weather conditions

e everything you need to know
about staying in Tuolumne

* good routes for first-time
Tuolumne climbers

¢ general trip planning info

Supermong,
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Chris McNamara

Fairview Dome

Fairview is the
preeminent dome in

a region geologists
claim has the highest
proliferation of granitic
domes on earth. The
symmetrical 900-foot-
high north face displays
fascinating evidence of
exfoliation. Enormous
overhangs and arches
clearly demonstrate
that for millennia the
outer shell of rock has
been peeling off as the
elements pry at natural

flaws. Although there were obvious ways
to bypass the curving overhangs, the face
remained unclimbed as late as 1958.

Approach

Reqular,Route?
N

i

Greg Barnes

for Lucky Streaks. Great Pumpkin starts 50
yards right of Lucky Streaks.

Descent

Park in an obvious six-car pullout in
trees—the only pullout on the south side of
the road—3.4 miles west of the Tuolumne
Store and 4.2 miles east of Tenaya Lake.
From the pullout, follow an obvious trail
that heads directly from the left (southeast)
corner of the parking lot toward the dome.
Follow climbers’ trail signs; please do not
stray from the trail. When the trail splits
near the base of the dome, stay on the left
trail for the Regular Route or the right trail

There is only one descent route: walk south
down the giant knobby slab of the dome.
The descent is mostly 2nd class with one 3rd
class section. Bring approach shoes unless
you want to kill your toes! Climbing shoes
are not needed for the descent.

After getting down to the bottom,
contour back right along the face until you
reach the base of Lucky Streaks, then follow
climbers’ signs back to your car.

From the top of Great Pumpkin, traverse
200 feet of 4th class

straight back from
the edge to a bowl
on the 2nd/3rd
class descent. It’s
wise to stay roped
for this section.
From there, join
the normal descent
route.

Supermaeg,
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FAIRVIEW DOME

Regular Route soxxxx*

6-8 hours
20 minutes
40 minutes
afternoon to sunset

900"

The Regular Route of Fairview is listed in
Fifty Classic Climbs of North America—
“routes which ambitious climbers dream
of doing”—and there is no doubt it’s one
of the climbs to dream about in Tuolumne
Meadows. The route follows the longest
steep line in Tuolumne and contains pitch
after pitch of sustained and rewarding
cracks. Views of Daff Dome and the
Grand Canyon of the Tuolumne River are
outstanding, surpassed only by the 360-
degree panorama from the summit. The
climbing features good pro and variable
cracks. As you climb higher the climbing
eases and speeds up.

FA: Chuck Pratt and Wally Reed, 8/58.
FFA: Steve Roper and Mark Powell, 1962.

History

Few mountaineers have the good fortune
to stumble upon a climbing area as
undeveloped as Tuolumne Meadows was
in 1958. One such lucky person was Wally
Reed, who felt like a child turned loose in a
toy store as he puzzled over which should
be the first big climb of the region. Reed
had noticed half a dozen intriguing route
possibilities, but his thoughts kept turning
to the symmetrical 900-foot-high north
face of Fairview Dome. On its steep north
face were two long, conspicuous cracks; the
right-hand one looked promising, for it
shot up 300 feet and ended in broken rock.

Pitch
Fairview Dome 1

At the 450-foot level was a huge crescent-
shaped ledge, and if it could be reached, the
remainder of the route looked easier.

Early in the summer of 1958 Reed met
19-year-old Chuck Pratt, who at that time
had been climbing for less than a year,
and asked him if he would be interested
in making an attempt on the north face of
Fairview. Pratt agreed immediately, flattered
that a man who had labored on El Capitan
with Warren Harding would ask him along
on a new route. When Pratt arrived in
Tuolumne and saw the marvelously direct
route Reed had picked out, he knew at once
it had the ingredients for a memorable
climb.

The first pitch of the climb went free
and fast. But higher, as the cliff steepened,
the two men were forced into direct-aid
techniques. Since he had never done such
extensive aid work, Pratt regularly tangled
his feet in his aid slings, much to the
amusement of Reed, who was completely
at home on a long piton ladder. Twice
it was necessary to belay in slings, an
awkward technique Pratt had done only on
practice climbs. So attentive were the men
to their world of stone that when the sun
disappeared behind a nearby ridge, they
were caught by surprise. From a small ledge
400 feet above the ground, the pair hurriedly
abandoned the face, satisfied that the route
was feasible at least as far as what they called
Crescent Ledge.

It was not until August that the two
climbers found time to return. They decided
to carry bivouac gear on this attempt,
which was a wise decision, for it was dusk
when they reached Crescent Ledge, and the
temperature quickly plunged to the freezing
point. Insulated in their sleeping bags, the
pair watched the moon rise over the Sierra
crest and illuminate a world glowing with
granite.
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Regular Route 5.9% %k * %

FAIRVIEW DOME

Early the next morning Reed and Pratt
began noticing subtle changes in the
character of the rock. In the vicinity of
Crescent Ledge, flakes and knobs began to
appear, and the excited climbers stowed
their aid slings and rapidly gained elevation.
A four-foot ceiling that cut across the face
at the 600-foot level looked formidable, but
hidden, juglike holds permitted the obstacle
to be free climbed easily. By noon, the two
men had reached the rounded summit,
amazed by the fact that they had covered the
final 500 feet so easily.

In the decades following Reed and Pratt’s
first ascent, many more climbs have been
established on the weathered knobby granite
of Tuolumne, but none as long, and few so
pleasing from afar.

— Excerpt from Fifty Classic Climbs of North
America, Steve Roper and Allen Steck.

Strategy

This is one of the best climbs in Tuolumne,
so expect a big line and slow parties. It’s
common to have to return many times
before getting a chance to get on the route,
and coming mid-week does not help.

Early season can be a good way to beat the
crowds, but the compromise is that the
whole crux section is flowing with water,
which raises the grade a notch or two. Also,
you must start the route from a receding
snow field and it can be difficult trying to
keep the rope(s) dry. Late season is another
strategy, but often the temperatures have
dropped and because the route gets nearly
no sun the rock can be frigidly cold.

The best strategy for fast teams is to
start the route in the early afternoon after
confirming that there are no slow parties
above. For most folks, coming early and
waiting in line is often the only option.
Depending on the speed of the teams
in front of you, this can be frustrating.
Remember that returning another day is
a smarter idea than starting late with slow
parties above.

Supermaeg,

The Regular Route eats up nuts, therefore
a double set is recommended. In addition,
there are no fixed rappel anchors so nuts
are needed if retreating. Extra nuts, slings,
and rappel rings or extra biners are a good
idea for any team uncertain of their ability.
60m ropes allow much better belay options,
especially for the first pitch. The crux on the
first pitch requires good footwork on small
polished edges and a great trick is to toprope
some 5.10 faces the previous day, making
the edges on the Regular Route seem huge.
Almost every section of difficult climbing
higher up can be mellowed by stemming
and good footwork.

The main safety rule on Fairview, like on
any long route in Tuolumne, is NEVER to
climb when puffy clouds are in sight—even
a tiny one. They usually indicate later
thunderstorms, which can easily be deadly
high on the exposed dome.

Windjackets and warm gear can be
important on the cold north face. The best
strategy is to harness and rack up at the
car and carry everything with you, thereby
avoiding the need to return to the start of
the route and robbing marauding rodents
of the chance to dine on your pack. Always
bring headlamps and consider safety gear
depending on your skill level and the season.
Nights are freezing even in mid-summer.

For strong parties who get an early start,
consider finishing up the day on West Crack,
right across the road on Daff Dome (Dome
Across From Fairview).

Retreat

Retreat with two ropes by leaving natural
pro. At most places on the route, two or
three nuts plus slings can be used to safely
set a retreat anchor. With two 60m ropes
you can reach the ground from the tree

on the last rappel, otherwise you'll need

to either leave gear or downclimb. From
Crescent Ledge you can rappel other routes
with two ropes. The anchor conditions on
these rappels are unknown.
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Regular Route 5.9% % x %%
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FAIRVIEW DOME

Lucky Streaks s.10d% %% %%

Retreat

3-4 hours
15 minutes

45 minutes

Carry two 50m ropes to retreat. The first
and second belays have fixed rappel anchors.
If you retreat from above, you will need to
leave gear.

noon to sunset

600’

Looking up from the base, Lucky Streaks
may look intimidating. However, the rock
is covered with knobs making the climbing
easier than it appears. The quality of this
route rivals that of the Regular Route on
Fairview Dome and Crescent Arch on Daff
Dome. The pitches tend to be long and

the protection bomber (except for the first
pitch).

FA: Bob Kamps and Tom Higgins, 7/67.

Strategy

This route is popular so start early. Because
the pitches are long and the cracks often
take just a few sizes of gear, it’s important
to strategically use nuts and cams. Carrying
a 60m rope does not give you an advantage
over a 50m rope. All belays are either at a
ledge or a good stance.

The third pitch 5.10d crux can be
avoided by a 5.10a variation to the right.
However, this variation is runout and the
rest of the pitch is technical stemming
protected by thin gear. Should you choose
to climb up the thin crack variation on
Pitch 5, be careful of the detached flake. In
addition, the 5.7 face above is quite runout.

Pitch
Lucky Streaks 123 456

Free difficulty =510 e @
59 @ C)
58 °
57
56
<55
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Lucky Streaks 5.10d% % %k *
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rotten slings
and small to
med nuts

sustained
5.9 fingers
stem on knobs

belay takes
med nut and Iio’o

1.

510alb

many med
nuts and

sustained
sml cams

5.9 b with
knobs for feet

many small

5.10b Ib

5.10d

steep fingers

130@Q)

sustained
5.10a
fingers

belay takes
med nuts

130'Q)

57
fingers

>

\
/)

5 i&;\ 5.9 delicate

| step lef

5.7 mantel

approach

Pg 69

5.10a var.
15-2"

100 to
ground

SuperToRd,

Rack
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FAIRVIEW DOME

Great Pumpkin ssrxkx %%

2-4 hours
20 minutes
30 minutes
mid-morning to sunset

500’

Great Pumpkin is an improbable face and
flake climb up the right side of Fairview
Dome. Seriously runout for both the
leader and follower, it is not to be taken
lightly. However, for those comfortable on
very runout 5.8 face in Tuolumne, it is an
outstanding romp up perfect granite. The
remaining 1/4” bolts were replaced by the
ASCA in 2002.

FA: Bob Kamps and Bud Couch, 7/69.

Strategy

The route is somewhat popular so it’s a
good idea to get an early start. Due to the
sun exposure, Great Pumpkin is usually
perfect regardless of when you climb it. In
cold weather, start around noon when the
route is in the sun; in hot weather, start
early. Sections can be wet, especially after
heavy thunderstorms. A snowbank is often
present at the base in early season.

The first pitch is a rude awakening
for those not used to the typical runouts
on Tuolumne face climbs. After 60 feet
of easy climbing comes a field of knobs
and edges with no apparent protection.
Meandering climbing for 30 feet requires
patience and concentration until you gain
a single protection bolt. From there, tricky
routefinding up left, then back right for a
long slick traverse, subjects both the leader
and follower to long fall potential.

Pitch
Great Pumpkin 123 4

Free difficulty =510

58 0 o @ @
57
56
<55
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The second pitch has fun climbing up
flakes with somewhat suspect pro that leads
to a huge move right on friction. Placing
extra back-up pro before this crux is wise.
More flakes and a great shallow corner
system past a few more tricky sections gains
the belay ledge. Be sure to sling the tree (or
clip retreat webbing) for the follower.

The third pitch has tricky climbing with
poor protection. A slung horn/knob is the
only pro for a thin traverse 30 feet off the
belay ledge. Easier but still runout climbing
leads to a bolted anchor 70 feet off the ledge.
It’s best to belay here.

The last pitch climbs awesome knobs past
two bolts and a belay station (best skipped)
to a long runout. About 40 feet from your
last pro is a 5.8 section, followed by the last
bolt at about 60 feet from the optional belay.
From here, easier climbing leads to the top.

Like all longer routes in Tuolumne,
don’t get caught on Great Pumpkin in a
thunderstorm.

Strong parties often climb both Great
Pumpkin and the Regular Route or Lucky
Streaks in a day. Start with Great Pumpkin
to let the crowds on the more popular crack
systems disperse.

Retreat

Retreat by rappelling with two ropes;
however, it may not be possible to regain the
first belay due to the traversing nature of the
route, so an alternate belay would need to be
constructed somewhere below the midway
ledge.

Pg 70 TUOLUMNE ULTRA CLASSICS



Great Pumpkin 5.8 Rk x %% FAIRVIEW DOME
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The Final Pitch

Thanks for buying this SuperTopo
guidebook. We hope you enjoy it and
the climbing adventure it may help you
experience.

Your purchase means a lot to us. We
here at SuperTopo are climbers who have
set out to create a small business dedicated
to giving you, and climbers like you,
immediate access to the kind of detailed
information you can normally only get by
talking with a local expert. It takes a lot of
work to create each SuperTopo and we’re
committed to making sure it’s done right.

We’re on a mission to develop
SuperTopos for the best routes in the
best climbing areas in North America.

We hold ourselves strictly accountable to
a high standard, namely that each of our
SuperTopos offers the very finest quality
route information obtainable anywhere
on each and every route we cover. If you
find any shortcoming in our SuperTopos,
we ask that you drop us a line at:
feedback@supertopo.com and let us know
how we can improve. We're dedicated to
offering the best information about every
route available.

If you found this SuperTopo guidebook
useful, we’d like to ask you two favors:

+ Please post a message about your
experience climbing these routes
for the benefit of other climbers at:
www.supertopo.com/routebeta

+ Tell your friends about SuperTopo. We’re

about as “grassroots” an organization
as you can imagine, and are entirely
dependent on word-of-mouth referrals
to keep producing quality SuperTopos.
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On behalf of myself and the rest of the crew
here at SuperTopo, I want to thank you for
your support. Keep climbing and please tell
a friend about SuperTopo!

Thanks again,

Chris McNamara

Founder and CEO
SuperTopo

Chris McNamara



